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' / This documeh;^s a tour i guide to; the Kistoilcal| ' 

f eatures; of the seapbrts of Black Rock and 'SvOUthiport in .the town of 
Fair f i eld, Connecticut . It is designed to acj^jaaiat vi sitor s^^ and 
residents .Tilth the stages of development ttteit sh'aped both ports and 
the way that Fairfield has evolved through wars^ depres^^ and 
pejipds of prosperity over the centuries. FrOm qiaok Rock and • 
Southport, both natural harbors, goods and prddtjce were sihipped in 
early colonial days. Blact IRockv was a major flestVt^^ tradiif^ port 
and shipbuiiaing center; vhile Southport was the base; fof: a market ' 
• fleet and a residence f or ;:WGalthy shipowners; duripig th6* 

Yictorian era^ these areas became ^summer resorts; and still later 
became moktl-y residentialsc'ommunities. The Kistbry of Black Rock ds * 
tracked from its beginning i^^^ through the hey-day6 , of its Best 

Indies trade, 1760^ to 18151 Its declining period between 1865 and 
1900\iS' discussed,, followed by a report of the part's evolution into 
a te^dential community ;d»ring the 20th century. Southport^contains 
some of the finest architecture and stireetscape^ design produced in 
early America. From its begi^nnings Squthport had a simple .village « 
atmosphere, mainly due to its residents* successful preyentionv of the 
development of a manufacturing e.conomy. The history of Southport is 
traced from its origins as a farm commutiity in 1661 through 1800. ^ 
From 1800 to "1854 it was a centej for coast trading, and then 
gradually evolved more and more to a residential ajea. Throughout the 
document existing historical landmarks are noted. The dpcument al^so * 
contains numerous maps and photographs. (BC) v • 
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Offered by the Fairfield Historical Society, WALKING THROUGH 
HISTORY: THE SEAPORTS OF BLACK ROCK AND SCjUTHPORT 
focuses on two . areas witA . a vyealth of .'historical fabric^^lfl^effcooklet, 
together with^ escorted toiirs during October, 19,77, constit^^ the' heart 
of a program designed for the public. V . ' 

= In July of l?76. when i formed . the budding ideas for WALkiNG 
THROUGH HISTORY, I believed it had an exciting potential, I was also . 
convinced that ^uctess-*. would depend upoA the work and enthusiasm of 
great numbet^ of volunteers. ■ ^ 

Fortunately^ t^ae Bridgeport- Fairfield area is rich in able people with a 
sympathy for' loial history: The work of such volunteers gave form and 
substance to :VyALKIN'G THROUGH HISTORY. I cannot say how. 
much I appreciated their ^generosity, patience, good, humor arid , intelli- 
gence "in over a\year of planning and wprking. Their efforts; tdjgether 
With/;the financial /suppQrt from! NEH and locaf institutions, make it. 
possible to present an\outstanding historical prograni.. 
; I. hope. many, jpeople are attracted to WALKING THROUGH" HIS- ' 
TORY. If they See\ Histprical choice^ and changes in' Southport and .* 
Black Rock fVom settlement to the present, perhaps they 'can, "better 
appr^ate the deyelbpment of their neighborhoods and -areas, no matter 
how reHeni. . ■. , ■ t. ^ . ' . V 

■ • ■■ V V Elizabeth Johnson 

■■ , ■ \\ ' ' ■ . - ;August,1977 ' . ' 
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i: From th^ time of its first settlement to the onset of 20th century sub- 
A urbanization) Fairfield was an agricultural conimunity,, dependent upon 
the soil for its prosperity and upon, the'sea for its contact' with the. out- 
. side^^world. Two. natural - ports. Black Rock and Southpprt, ^were eqtii- 
distant from, the town center.' Both shipped jgoods and produce from 
earliest times, and both had grown from Sparsely settled outposts into 
respectable villages by they^ose oiF-the ISth /century, jh the early 19th' 
century each had. moments o^lory. Black Rock as a major West Indies 
trading port and shipbuildmg^enter.^and Southporfc as the base for a 
•market boat- fleet and a residence' for w 

faded irito^^summer resbrts^^in the Victe^rian era ak^ later became almost 
exclusively residential. , - ■ ^ • v . 'V V V ; • . 

- This guide is designed to- acquaint ;yi^tors\ and residents 
stages of developmenK,tharshaped both po^^^ the way that Fairfield ^ 
has evolved- through wars, depressions arid periods of prosperity 'oyer 
the centuries.. The tours ar^ arranged in chronoiogical. sequence to enable 

•the ^participant to grasp i^h^ fine poims 'of ^Histbry- through tangible 
remnants, of past* eras " . '\ . 

Numbers preceding aljdresse.s refer to the maps in th^ back of this^ 

guide)"- ■ - ' .-v; .. ' • 

■ ' ■ . ^ ... ■ • ■ . ■ . ■, ■■ < 

V ■'■ v\ ■ ' - . ■ ' ■ . .''./"■'■'■['' .'■ .'. 'v- ■ 

BLACK ROCK ' ; 

Black Rock once reigned'as the cfiief seaport of the influential town of 
•Fairfield. Shipping activity there was the source of fnuch of the com- 
munity's prosperity. It Remains today more than.justVanother Bridgeport 
neighborhood, possessing a sen^se of tradition rooted in a colorful past 
and a community spirit that sets^it apart from: other :sections. The historic 
houses in the old , centner, the pleasant tree-lined blocks of early .20;th cen- 
tury developments, and the unsurpassed oceanfronCd^ along Eames' 
Blvd. continue to make Black Rock a most attractive place to visit. 

The harboryhas always .been the focus pf'the community. It is of un- 
usual natural 'depth.' In the 17th and 18th 'centuries it was the only 
Cbnnecticut poft except New Loridon that could accommodate ships of 
300 ;to 400 tons. By contrast, the largest ships able to navigate the 
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Connecticut RiyeK to. Wart^^^^ Wethersfield^ wer^ 30 to {40 tons. 

Plack Rock vyras one of the few places in .ttit». settled 
exclusively, as' :a' trading center/Snd its population uritil the dose of the - 
19th century -consisted^ prinrtarily of sea f^ - . . . 

At the beginning of the 20th century, cornnrierce . moved away, from 
t^e once.-I>us.y harbot;' front, at the same . time Vrbanrzation 'was . 
sprea^mg to Bl^ck Rock. The vvholesale. destruction of th'fe historic, f^ 
work that occurred in other old Bridgeport neighborhoods w prevented 
by the .'high q.uality ofvthe riew: residential developm^ vyith 

.a ^heightened appreciation of dld^ architecttire. Wh^t.'rern is . 

. always soTfiething of a surprise td^the uninitiated :17t:h^a^ 
homesteads surrounded by World VV^ar.I era two-fapfilly'houses; a lar^el^' 
intact; wharf district with storehoiisesjr that ahtedate 'tlie Wat of 1812; k- . 
carefully laid otit;section of, Greek Re.viya? -houses from the .1830s and 

. '405; and some especially; fine examples j^ff e*Wy Victorian .Italian villa 
biiilt in the 1850s. .. ' * ' A ' • » >/V^f/r' • . / . 



BEGINNINGS 1644 -1760 : . '^^^ ' : . . 

The point of land. at the foot of Brewster' Street has never fulfilled its 
potential as the nucleus of a .iiiercantile cityi Yet its fiatural advantages— * 
a situation at the head of ;;a deep harbor protecbd • tiy Fayerweather 
Island) a high, elevation alciig a coastline that was preaominantly liciw . 
and marshy; and an abundance of natural mil (sites in the surrouij'dihg; ; 
countryside— surely miist have "Attracted notice during the era of se.ttle- 

. ment of this region, and may..hVve influenced Roger Ludlpwe's'.'.selection;; 

, of Fairfield as the site for his town in. 1639.. * . . ■ 5' ; 

• Slack Rock (at first known as v''SKijp.harbor'') remained , urioccupied 
until 1644. In that year discord broke out among the Puritan congfrega- 
tion in Concord, Massachusetts/ and 'the. .dissenters decided to emigrate, 
to Connecti£ut.,They settled fox the most part. along ^the "Line Highway" 

..'(.now Park A vfet^ue) that' separated Fairfield and 'Stratford, a settlement, 
that became kMwn as "Stratfiefd.." ' ^ ' * ... \^ , 

.One among their numbef, Thomas Wheeler, apparently felt that the 

■<idvantages.of a good trading rb.cation outweighed the disadvantages of 

■^isolation. He selected a two and a half-acre point of land- betweeifi th^ 
Harbor and Brewster's Cove for his house lot and became Black Rbi;k's 
first English settler. Tradition states that he built a stone house witji a 
flat iqof which mounted two defending cannons — one^imed put the 

. Harbor for fear, of attack from the Dutch at Nevy Amsterdam; the other. 
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aimed .at the Indian fort located on a salt wafer-, inlet near the present 
• day intersection of Fairfield Avenue and EllswoTti>>Street/ 

Thomas Wheeler died in 1654, and for- the next century Bla ck Roc k' 
•was' alniost solely the holdmg of his children and grandchildren, l^hree 

homesteads were eventually erected along Brewster Street in -a medieval 

style; wHh steep gable roofs and :small- leaded-glass casement Vmdows, 
vjohn Wheeler, son of Thomas, was counted' among the three or/four 

wealthiest men in late; -l-7th century Connecticut and represented Fair- 
afield in the colonial legislature. The town granted him liberty to erect a' 

''wharf'-in the harW at the.blacke rocke" in 1676, the fifst recorded 

usage of-the name. It is possrble^that he lived in the house still standing 

at268 Brewster Street. . \ - , ' 1 



• ■ ■ ' COURTESV OF FEUrX ^(JRCOS 

The John VVheeler House (265 .Brews ler Si.) is Black Rock's oldest survivirig home-* 
slead; Ahhojjgh g dale of U720 hais Iradilionally been ascribed to it, the stjpep roof, 
pitch; wide interior summer beams, and a pilastered stone chimney top that survived 
into this century suggest an earlier date. 'r 
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The^ Wheelers finished the job of clearing the land started by the 
Indians^,. ^not leji^ing a single tree that did^ hot /bear fruit* or s^rve some 
ol:her us^«-ful pufpose.^The .land between JBurr Creek and GroX^s Hill was 
used to pasture livestqck and "to grow crof^s for barter: 

At first produce was shipped to nearby mark-et towns such as, New 
Haven and Nevy London to trade for foreign and finished goocIs/Soffie- 
time . before 17.qo the Wheeli^r's started Black Rock's profitable trade vyith 
the West Ind'ii^^ Non-pe^lia&le' produce:7^'cdrnmeal, salt beef^. timber — 
• v^^^^^^^^^^ for sugar; salt; runi, molasses, and/in'all prdbahility, 

slaves. But still the port, remained a family, operation u3ed-.,mostly by 
local farmers. There were- in fact, three' other competing ."ports" jusf 
within the ■boundarie.s of Kairfield at-A^ Creek axid the Mill and Sauga- 
tuck ,Riversj Black Rock would have to wait for more .expansive time's 
to realize its full/^.tential. " ■ ' ■■' . . ' ' * 



WEST INDIES PORT 1760 -'1815 



^Blotk Rodc's coiirse of development changed abruptl^rounda^&O. . 
The reasons are unclear, but within a <lecade three' major commrfcial. 
wharves had 'supplanted the old landing place at the point, eight /r ten 
oevy houses '.had joined^ the ^hree.'old Wheeler ^home'steads, roadb were 
laid out; arid sl^bifilding'hadbeconie a major" occuffction. This trowth 



reflected th^ imp6ftance;of Fairfield, which had a population pf 
450y 'and was. one of -the wealthiest towns per capita in colonia 
necticdt. ^ 



about 
Con- 




The Kate Moore Hous*, a . fine 
example, of early 19t/ century 
Federal period archiWfcture*, stood 
across the s^treet /com the He- 
zekiah Osborn House. It was 
demolished around '.1930. . - 



^-•^I^haps 'the improvements. VYere precipitate by the construction of 
^:^the Penfield tide mil] ^. Ash Creek in ifso. In 1753 the town proposed 
' a bridge across the creek <khe remains of it are still vilible at the foot of 
Balmforth St.) which shortened considerably the distance to Black Rock. 
Grover^ Ave., which prior to this time had been a cartway to pastures 
* on Growers Hill, became a -full scale highway to connect with , the .new V 
\ bridge.''^. . , . , , ■ ■ [ ^ ^ . 

^ntecprising David Wfieeler III realized the. hew potential of fiis fam- 
ily's Iknds. He laid out house lots in' the vicinity of Beacon Street for sea 
captains :and. enticed thirteen prominent Fairfield, citizens to put up 
nioney for a neW whar£. Thus -in 1767 Middle Whari joiAed Sq'uire's 
Wharf th th^^ soutji (1760) and the neiv Upper Wharf to the north (1762) 
/ and lot. sales were assured. For the first time'thfi Wiieeler family shared 
control 5f the>port pf .Black Rock. 

The Revolul|jon^;-y W,ar brought increased activity into the com- . 
"niunity. As the ba^e for several successful pirivateers. Black. Rofck was 
. 'considered imfJortafit- enough fo warrant the wnstructiqn of a'foVt^ at 
.'the entrance to thp Harbor, and a large cannon was secured to gSard 
rhe Upper Wharf .klaptain Caleb Brewster used the port as the'point of 
embarkation .for his whalelDdats on^py missions, to Long Island, a key 
link 'in the famous "Gulper. Spy Ring." \ / ' ' ^ 

The.British sailed past tkp hamlet on th^ir way to burn Fairfield in 
J779, after being f4red on fXm the Black Rocl^xiort. William Wheeler, a 
schoolmaster, who kept a journal of Black ' Rock happenings between 
Revolutionary times and the 1840s, was inland tending cattle, on Toil- 
some Hill-when he observed the British landing. He. noted "Black Rock 
' people/assembled onrGrpyers Hill . . ..You might from Black Rock see 
the fi/e: shine through the: windows & pre'sently the fire on the outside" 
. . . Is^ac Jarvis commanded at the" battery! Had^he been a covyard, ten - 
more houses would have been burnt: Squire's, Burr's, Silli.man's, Hoi- ■ 
\burton's> Fowlei(^s, Chauncey's, Widow Wheeler's, Ichabdd Wheeler's, ■ 
^artram's," This was probably the entire population of the village at. 
the time: . ' \ ■ . ^ 

■ A short depression followed the war, after which Black Rock began ■ 
td^boom.'Timothy .Dwight-, Yale president, observed'in the first, years of \ 
thq nineteenth century that "Not withstariding the excellence of the har- 
. bor and the convenience which it furnishes for commerce, -Black Rock- 
.'*has long been neglected . . ..Business is now commencing ,.. . with a fair ' 
promise'of success." 
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Business "commenced" at the end of :Bfewster Stredfc, where stbr 
houses went lip one by one in a new commercial center that soc 
attracted farmers from as far. avyay as -forty miles. Here also were t\ 
general' store, and the blacksmith shop. William^ Wheeler noted in h 
journal in April, 1803/that "We now.expect that 5lack:Roclc\vill flouris 
as a place of trade, as .there are 6 stores now built & 5. wharves & 
vessels . . . 16 familiesriS dwelling houses & 54 inhabitantf . . . exclusi^ 
of about 20 boarders." The reason for the large ^timber of boarders 
suggested by an entry in December, 1303, which states. "Moyed ta m 
house Lewis Go'odsell & family to bui\d a vessell " . • 

Across the street from the vyharves and storehouses merchants bui 
elegant. Federal style' houses , (all were demolished or burned by 1960 
The. government built a lighthouse s.tation in the Harbor in 1808,. an 
in 1812 Black Rqck Turnpike was laid put to New Milford in an effo 
to dfaw business from* that fertilie section of the Ho us a tonic Valle; 
Fortunes were also made in the-West Indies and new.China trade*. 

Fortunes declined with the tifade embargoes of the early 1800s a^d tl 
disastrous* War of 1812. Thereafter Bridgeport usurped*' Black Rock 
place as the new.center of Fairfield County tommer^. . 




The old Black Rock wharves at the foot of Brewster- St. as they appeared in t! 
' latter part of the 19th century. 



The same view in the 19S0's. " 

'Stopping Point: . ' ' • / 

^^^f]^.Jl^.^^mS, foot^of Brewster St. This was the commercial center : 
ot oldjlack Rock, which ranked in the thrpe top tradirig pofts in the 
sta^e in the pos^Revolutionary period. Wharves had -been constructed 
here as early as the 17th century/but most of what.rentairts^today is 'the 
result of a town improvement program in ^802.."^t that time the road 
was laid out in 4ts presen*f form, ^nd three stone piers were built to serve 
SIX flourishing 'stores.. Market boats and West India sloops visited the 
-Harbor and-their trade contributed a %e share of 'the prosperity of 
Fairfield. ■■ ■ , ■ " ■ ■ ■ ■. 

31. PORT 5 YACHT a,UB (circal8d7),: 75, Bi^w^t^ St This former 
. storehouse, now Gonsitjerably remodeled, was built by joseph Bulk- 
. . ley^nd his son Uriah. Originally it-Was a simple bam-like structure ' 
with. few windows. . Uriah. Bulkley's house stood next, door .on the . 

., - site of the presentcor}dominiums..It was mpved to89 Grpyers Ave. 
on Grbvers Hill in the 1880s. " • ' ' • ' 

B2.. FAYERWEATHER YAGHT GLUB (1772), 51 Brewster .St This is 
Black Rock-'s oldest remaining storehouse. Jt. was' builf . as a joint 
venture by -Saniuel Smedley and .Samyel;Sturges, twQ. prominent 
Fairfield Revolutionary patriots. The gable ^po^ portiop' with th6 
dormer -windbWs is the original- structure. ^. - 



B3. HEZEKIAH OSBORN HOUSE (1801), 39 Brewster St, Old photo- ■ 
graphsVfiow that a three- story warehouse was foipmerly 'attached 
to the 'water side of this house, one of the few left in the ;old 
commercial district.: .. ' * 



B4. WOLCOTTcHAUNCEY house (1769'), 150 Seabright Ave. This 
house U a valuable survivor of a loWer class 18th century dwelling. 
■. Most other' examples disappeared during the 19th' century when 
colonial architectute was held in levy esteem. An article ih ' the . 
Bridgeport Standard .of 6;' September 1875,. descril^ing the destruc- 
tion by fire of the adjacent DavidvPenfieFd house/ stated '•. , . w e 
have heard no express'ibns of regret on account of the fire which 
was doubtless the work of ah incendiary. No alarm was given/ and 
.'^ ^ut few of the citizens gathered to witness 'the conflagration. No 
attempt was made to stay the progress;of the flames. The property 
belonged to Mr. George A. Wells, and we understand he is con- 
gratulating himself upon the disposition of it." The Chauncey 
House was the birthplace of Commodore Isaac Ghaunc€y, American 
forces commander on the Great Lakes in the War of 1812. 

-r^^^/ : /^l^/ ^^;/ ^ ■ : ' , ■ / 

LONG ISJLAND SOUND PORT 1815 -1845 

. \ ' ■■ ■ * ■ <.>;,/.'■■.■■■ . ■' - 

Black Rocic became a self-contained backwater area after the War of 
>1812; Building activity almpst completely ceased for twenty yearS, and 
the Wheeler journal continually makes mention of neighbors and friends 
moving west or to more promising commercial centers. There were Var- 
ious reasons for the decline «f the port/ most of which can be tied to the 
emergence pf neighboring midgeport aAd Southport,. ♦ 

pisastroufs; hurricanes in 1811 and 1821 proved that the lack of ade- 
quate protection fn Black Rock Harboc could bring calamity. Wheeler 
recprded oh 3 September .1821 that "Every vessel went: ashore ih this 
harbor ... the Lighthousis laid flat." Bridgeport and Southport harbors, 
although shallow, were almost completely landlocked and offered far 
greater shelter in a storm. , 

VVesti lndies produce, the mainstay of -Black Rock's trade, fell sharply 
in price at this time. Many small shippers were wipecl. out. Perhaps- the 
final blow came with the opehing of the Erie Canal/ when cheap Western 
corn whiskey . flooded Eastern markets ahd replaced West Indian rum as 
the. favorite drink. 

Architectural/evidence shows that Black Rock blossomed again in the 
1830s, but on a lesser scale. Alahson. Allen moved here from Westport 
in 1827 and purchased the. old' John .Wheeler homestead (268 Brewster 
. St.) and surrounding acreage.. 'Soon aftervVards his daughter Elizabeth 
married David Smith, a housewright from 'Greenfield Hill. SitiitK laid 
but "Smith's Lane" (now Calderwobd Court) across the street fro^ . his ' 
father-in-law's houseV - ^'^ 



-v; Betvyqen .1838. and 1843; Smith built eight dwellings and a carriage 
.manufactory here/a.ll reflecting a^ traiisitionar Federal-Greek Revival 
style. The highlight of this development was the .'^classical cbmpdsition". 
of three houses facing Brewster St, Smith's own house was in the qiiddle; 
a- center-entranced side gable structure,^ with twin chimneys (259-61 . 
Brewster St;)r It was. flanked by two temple-fronted houses with oppo-! 
site side, entrances. To the left, the Captain Thomas Ransom house (237 - 

. Brewstisr. St.) reflects the proportioning,.of the Parthencin; while to ^ the 
right the George Palmet house (283 Kewster St.) .shows the influence 
of the Maison Carre in Nimes,. France.^' Even the original window sash 
(six-over-six pane in the Ransom arid Palmer houses and 'twelve-over- 
twelye in Smith's) shovys a careful attention to detail arid . grouping. 
These houses takfen. together demonstrate the l9th century ideal of good 
architecture, leading the eye from the Idwer left si3e to the upper right. 

■ While building individual houses for profit, Smith was also achieving a 

" harmonious streetscape. , . * . ' ; 

. The "ship chandlery and carriage industries attracted some new people, 

.to the village during this period, but no major expansion occurred at t^is~ 

•time. 




Stopping Point: ^ , ^ 

. CALDERWOOd COURT DEVELOPMENT. At 'its inception in the 
183ps this street was carefully planned as an integrated village center.- 
Along its short length' wefe multi-family housing, a school and a factory'. - 
Upper-class- houses faced Brewster St. Buildings originally were white- 
vyashed and yelloyved as /they aged; blinds were painted Fi-ench green 
that aged to Persian blue. Shade trees, mostly elms And sycamores, were 



planted for thi: first time along the dusty roads to relieve the starkness. 
The , elongated attic .fan windows seen in this area were probably the 
>l?uilder's tradeilnark. . - ^ / . ^ . 

B5. CARRIAGE FACTORY .(1830) 5r7 Cald^rwood Court/ Built by." 
.; : Captain Thomas Ransom, a local merchant/ this buildiog ..represents 

pn.e of the first attempts t6 bring m'anufacturing into Black Rock. 

Carriages were shipped from here to New York and -the West 

Indies. The factory was convefrted into a dwelling about 1870. 
B6.. WILLIAM BOUTON HOUSE (1838) 4 Calderwood Coiirt. This " 

typical middle-class' hpxise was the first to be .erected in the new 

development. 

B7. CAPTAIN THOMAS' RANSOM HOUSE (1839) 237 Brewster St. 
This elegant Grecian-style home was built for a prominent business- 
. rnan who founded the private... "Select School" on Calderwood Court. 
B8. DAVID SMITH HQUSE (1843) 259-61 .Brewster. St. This house' is 
* thought to be the J:iorne of the housewright who designed ^nd.built- 
-1 . the.ot hers. true tu re s^^^^^^^^ , . ' 

.B9. GEORGE PALMER HOUSE (1846y 283 Brewster St.. Built. for a 
Black Rock oysterman, the .unusually . high basement of this full- 
- pedimented Greek Revival house was pi-obably used to store oysters., 
for.shipping by packet boat to New.York. . ^ 

The George Palmer House. 




COURTESY OF FCLIX BURGOS 
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..Bl0.xBl:;ACK ROCK SCHOOL (opened October; 184^) 272 Brewster St - . 
■ ■ .lii-Origirtally Ip.cated 'at this . corner of GroVer? Aver;, this building was / 
. school 'by^a. larger ViGtorian struc'ture around 1865. li!^ 

, '/v seryed' as an auxiliary ichool^fOr a -nunriber of years' before it. was 
; ; . mbved to its present^site and usee! as a washhouse for a bottling • 
works. It vijas converted into a dwelling in .the 1920sr; ' 



The David . Ldckwood House 
(191 Ellsworth St:) Was built by 
the village .shoerinaker in 1837. 

■ ' ■ ' ■■ ' ■ -l ■:' ' 

Capt. John ^Brittiri, ' a shipyard 
owner; built 'this Grecian style 
house (140 fEIIiswprth St.) in 
1836. It was photographed ahoul 

l|i870 /before Victorian .additions 
were -made, 
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SHIPBUILDINIG CENJElR 1845 -1865 ' 

Major develop.ments.came to Black Rock in the late 1840s. The village 
forg^ot its dreams of regaining lost shippirig-^cornrnerce or rivaling Bridge- 
port j^s a mariufacturjrig center and concentrated on what it knew best: 
shipbuilding. . . ; . " 



The stern of the Charles Cooper. 
as it appears today. 

Ad- frqm the ISfoy. 14th, 1856 
issue df the Bridgeport Republi- 
can Farinqr. 



I'ltlli TiTiii ot tliu SriiArniitr) ' * 
lltiiil .SCMilut. will riiiiitriniop mi \\ViliiosJflv. 
N<»v. 12.' 'riiiH rri<slit«itiuii H mry nliV^/pciii- 
•liictnl, mill id iinw jfi ii vi'ry (IiMirinliiiip' (inn- ' 

• cjition. 'J;IiA iifim'ipnls Mi-o.l»ci(h vimrij; men 
of rrii>rj;v, nuil.. lonvc ■ iiuiljinf; tituloiir' tlidl . 

' mil tuiiifto niil-jlioir ptii'tiij^ in tlifir .Mini. n't. 

^.^'t??*,AVI^:l't'i8 Iho iii.ilfi>r ^viili Oio pin 
(jiniint n Itpttcr f|tii\Iilv hi' 'nftonlrjl li>r Iho 
prir»* lliiii i« (Mkrd If imt, .^Te rpcmiinii'iifj 
evi>ry imp wlin jiut Rcijt (lip'p-* in ttii'ir htiiison 

■ hiToaftrr tn li;ivc (liiplirati* ' IiiiruiMW. . TIumi 
thp.v cnfi lipht onri In i;rn thn Haino of thi> 
.otlirr. 

• U>>-ti>n Vtmkfp. uaWtod .Inlni li' 

(lim-Aiu hn" cmiirnrtoil willj tlm rinpi-mr nf 
!{ii>.Wn Jn r»ii«p llio fiffy-twn !-\\\y't ofwnr sunk 
iti tln>»linvlinrnr.St'hnstnj)nl. -Mr. (I.;, jk Jlir * 
.rnnii.whn r(ii>ipil tlir r. SlpnitHT MN.-ouri. 
^linkin tliolinr^^i>r cif (iil»riUiir. 

'.17* A fini' f.lii|>. falloi) tliiri'Imj'Ics Cniipcr. . 
nns Inuii'rlii il iii-pmiil ftyli-^ thin ffirt>iinniu nt 
MjiIPk Hlii]! Yfcr;K in Hlnrk. Jlook. .Sliriiir'n.s. . 
irp's iilii>iii trtriiiintlri\tl iniH, r\iiil i;* (in^ijjncrl 

■ for tlie Aulu'prp tnrtle". . 

■ Vo^ Tlio l*n<iciv'iili>jH ui NiMV Iluvi if ^'tt 'nfl 
a. "-puriimt l^mocmtip tickol. iviili flir ifinnu'* 
nf the Krhtiion! Klrctc»l"s c>ii ili. nin] Hjipri^orli'il 
ill ^;ptthi;; nmiiy (»r tlu'jti ofT upon Dntuocrfilir 
volrjH. ... 

ii?" l'hi|l> UnwW. l-.r-r\.y nf\ HiiMoll, liiiV 
"vui lis n ciuipli^ oC'tliP liiiiuNrtUiCst lipols m c 
Iiiivn Mt'Oii fi^r ft long timr— wo dmilit if any 
our cnn a I)r1ti»r, Innking.pnir. ■ 

• l.irtlroploy in out iu ti Inn;! ai'tirlc utjoin^t . 
Toni Hciitnu. tlm fatfipr nf Ji'!4Hi«o.v^..Cairso ' 

. wli}'.! Tfini ••niil Frrninnt wVih m^t, lit for. 

! l*rtisi(lc-nt. 




COUNt^SY OF THE SOUTH STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM 



The Charles Cooper, built\at the Black Rock ship- '. 
yard of Capt. William t^lall, is the sole remaining . 
example of the once . extensive North Atlantic ; 
packet fleet. Now at Port Stanley in the Faflklahd/'v 
Islands, it has be^n acquired by the South Street * , , 
.Seapart Mu^eiim.for eventual, restoration. -.(j^Vv • 



' • Shipyards had been in existence in Black Rock for close to a century^-^* 
Ichabbd Wheeler's*in the 18th century had been succeeded by Captain 
Daniel Wilson's in the early 19th. With the growing, demand both, for 
large ships arid canal, boats, a specialized industry grew up along lower 
^Brewster St., and by 1850 four yards were.. ih operation. These were 
Qwhed by Captain John Brittin, Verdine. Ellsworth, .Sturges & Clearman, . 
and Elizabeth Wilson (an apparent successor to Captain Daniel). 
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• . iVgain/th^ lA^heeler -^family stood^^^ tp.cash^inori the demand for 
houselots carved from family holdings. Ellsworth St.' (first called 'simply 
"the new. street'V.later Wheeler- St.; and after 1849 Church Street) had 
been cut through the. town as eai*y as 1802, but the parcelling of lots 
•did^not begin until 1-836. In the first few years William Wheeler.sold a 
few half-acre lots to home-builders such as Capt.^ John; Brittin, but most; 
were sold to speculators for prites.between-$5d and $100. Many of these 
were resold as; the viHage grew in the 1840s and '50s fc)r.;$150 to $500; 

In 1849 Black Rbck'built its ovyn 'CongregatipnarChurch at th^ corner 
of Ellsworth St. and Bartram Ave., ending the need four a Sunday trip to. 
'Fairfield Center.. At about the same time Capt. WilliaTn Howes moved 
from Sag^Harbpr^ Lorig ;island, and started'a coal yard on Seabright" Ave. 
which brought additional commerce. to the village. 

Black Rock's second golden age'did not really dawn until 18^^, how- 
ever, wheniCapt. William Hall moved from Maine and bought up all 
four sinJ?yards.:He built an impressive home for himself on Ellsworth St.^ 
overlooking his .enterprise; and in the four short years before his death 
turned the village into one of Connecticut's foremost shipbuilding cen- 
ters; He was. succeed.ed in 1860. by the somewKat less ambitious firm of ' 
Hilliar4 & Rew/ which .later became Rew & Walker. The shipyard . 
degenerated during the Civil War^ and the business afterwards concen- 
trated solely on chandlery. . . . " - : 

Stopping Point: . 

LOWER ELLSWORTH ST: This area was built. up during one of BIkck 
Rock's most prosperous periods.The specralized.workers-who built their 
homes ^here could afford to be style conscious, and the early^Vicforian 
villas on spacious lots reflected av growing -tosmopdlitan t Grounds 
were well jahdscaped so that buildings^appeared to be continuations, of 
the . natural envii-onment. This effect was heightened by the original 
"eajth tone" paint colors of the housfes. 

Bll. WILLIAM WHEELER BOLJNDSTQNE (1847), ^corner Brewster ^and 
Ellsworth Sts. This-stoiie marked the southern boundary of Williairi . 
Wheeler's development of Ellsworth St. house-lots. ■ 
B12. CAPTAIN WILLIAM HALL HOUSE (1856),- 87 Ellsworth St. The' : 
.viHage shovyplace of the ante-bellum period,- this Italiariate-Gothic ' 
rfiansion was built- by the owner of a shipyard complex. Its diesi'gn, 
probably influenced by a plan published in. A. J. Downihg's A^chi-^ 
lecture of Qountry, Houses/ an early* builders': handbpbk/is similar ' 
to Kouses on Fairfield's- Old Post Road. ^ * 
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The schoQn^^ Ella ]dn^ was the 
•fastest paeJcef boat on the Sound. 
The pennant at- t^e masthead 
was won in a race. It was owned 
by Capt. Charles Allen^, who 
built his homestead at , 213. Ells- 
worth St.^ about 1854.; ^ ; 





! A GOOP CHANCEJO see the race. ; 

ri^llii ron\imt(t»ouMHClioou(T'Ellii Juno, rapt^ a1- 
■ luu, win loavi: iicr ilor^^flrftt tho ri«(»M»r SfuU' . 
5<tri*er. at lov^ a. M.. nnd wliftilhtw iln»h.t:i!M>yri 
i.he wliole course, k*vI"!)|: n' fun vU'w nT ilio wiinh' 



B13. CAPTAIN - CHARtES ALLEN arid ISAAC JONE5 HO|^ES (circa 
1854), ' 213 and 227 Ellsworth Stv tl^ese Italianat^ ipuses were 
;^ driginally identical in appearance (the Jones house waii remodeled - 
. * ajound 1010). Wrap-around porches ojice complemeritecl-ihe floor- 
■ to-ceiling parlor .windows. * 
B14. STURGE3 -SE?LEY . HOUSE (circa 1851),. 259 Ellsworth St. ' This 
• modest Early Victorian cottage was built by a ship's ca^enter and 
still remains in the hands of his descendants.' ..V . 
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BIS. ELIPHALET WALKER HOUSE; (circa ' 1855); 250:' EllswortK;S 
Built for : a »shipYard and marirue railway owner, this flamboyaht^ 
Italianate house- has suffered few. alterations over 'the-y^ars, WKile 
no larger than' contemporary- "Box Victorian" houses nearl>y,' the 
. exceptional design of this one reveals the prosperity of its original 
• occupant.. . ' . ' 




CCtURTEsV OF FELIX BURGOS 



Ejiphalet Walker's . house, biMlt around 1855, remains the. village's 
most splendid example of the Italian Villa style. 



Sturges S^eley built his house, across from Eliphalel Walker shortly 
after he purchase.d the lot iii.l851» " . 




; ■■ ' • ' ' ^ • ; " 
Bl^.QDVER BURR HOUSIe (circa 1853);2iS 
" by a carpenter, this middle-class Early ' 
;.typically ornate yefanda which adds contr 
. facade. . . * • 




The Oliver Burr House was b^uilt by a village liousew 



PERIOD OFIJECLINE 1865 - 1900 

Black Rock suffered a peripd of decline aftei 
proud shipyardg^'=were reduced . to fioaPhaulii 
stores that had managed to .stay-in bifsiness \ 
Rock simply could not compete in an age of i 

Bridgeport was now the 'undisputed hub of 
railroad connections and newly .deepened har 
.'^industries by the^score/and lands^ which could 
needed for expansion. In 1870 Briogeporli petitii 
to cede the section of the town of Fairfield lyin 
Ash Creek.'/Part of this section had been known 
the residents (including P. . Barniim) receivec 
from Bridgeport but paid low taxes to Fairfielc 
. It was with only slightreluctance that Black 
families had been dying off , and were being i 
Irish laborers in need of cheap living accbip^ 



Ilsworth St. Fffst owned 
ctorian^ hbuse retains a. 
t to the otherwise plain. 




;ht in: 1854. 



he Civil War. The once 
and repair yards; the 
re finally dosed^^lack 
n ships. ; 
he 'region. Jts excellent 
)r were^ attracting new 
i. tdxediby the city were 
ed the State Legislature 
between Park Ave. and = 
s''Sneaktown": because 
npst municipal services 

Dck joined the- city. Old 
placed by German and 
ations. Chances for an- 



other in(depen;dertt. revival appeared slim. Several, once-pr6mi?feh.t .memv> 
: bers of the coromunity took their own lives. rn the 1870«r'including Albert 
Burr and Capt, John Brittin, who told family members that he didn't, 
want to "die poor.''^ . . ' 

. But a revival of sorts; did start almost immediately. The George Hotel, 
on Grovers Hill, billed as '.the most elegant ■albng th^ c6ast between. 
Newport and New York, was opei;ied in 1876. Village residents obtained 
employment as groundskeepers and ;servant's,'.les^ening for a time the * 
dependen(?e on Bri4geport for jobs. An infhix of v^ealthy NeW Yorkers, 
as .sunlmer. residents alsp helped the local, economy 




- The George'Hotei, built on Grpvers Hill iQ, 1876,. attrac^^^ 
Rummer visitor^ to the, village. . •s; . ■ . 

A combination.turpentine factory-acid, works was^.b the site of 

,the old shipyards in 1870, but this proved ix> be a dismal failure almost . 
immediately. By l'877 the Bridgeport Standard reported: "The Sulfuric 
. acid "works, having been a . drug on the market, it vyas appropriate that 
pur popular druggist L. F. .Curtis, Esq., should buy them as he has and, 
moregver; as he always sells cheap, it Was essential that he should buy 
them at- the cheap price o5'$8,500, which fe. cheaper than the dirt oi^its 
numerous acres ought to bring." ■ * 

Another lopg-s.tanding village« industry, a winery on upper Ellsworth 
St., failed in the '80s when r^il;:aads ^brought in. cheap California wines 
with vyhicfi.it could not compete. .For the rj^st of the 19th, century the 
old village center remained a ^decadent neighborhood. 



. Beacon St. looking east from the Capt. Benjamin Penfield House in the late. 19th 
, centuiy. 

Stopping Point: « . * » 

^P-^NER to\yORTH and HACKLEY STS: The at the 

southeast: comer were virtually, the only dnes erected in Black'. Rock 
village between the end of the Civil War and the beginningjpf the 20th 
- Sentui^. All were probably constructed by the Gould brotheVa of Black 
Rock, who wei-e responsible foi^undreds of buildirigs'all over Bridge-. 
^6rt. Probably most of their employees were neighbors sinte almost half " 
toe Black Rock nam^s in Bridge|)ort'city directories of this period were 
listed as carpenters. . 



.Brewster St. looking west showing the Capt. Joseph. Bartram. House demolished in' 
193.0, a Federal period Structure with Victorian additions.. - 



^^17. ARTHUR. SMITH nbuSE (1893), HS Ellswo^th^St. Bridgeport's 
• ubiquitous ''shingle-istyle" house with a corner octagonal tower'was 
"■ * ■ \ built here for the bvvn^r of^mith's Expres$^Con)pany. Snriith was a 
• . T .""Black RocV naTfve" wKp^'rnade"^ood" in. downtown Bridgeport and 
^ returned to his old neighborhood. , \ «• • 

BisiGEORGE GOULD HOUSE (1896), 110 Ellsworth- St: Originally 
. owned by an oyster disaler, this house complements but does nbt 

■ ' V -. overpower the 'adjacent Smith house by the clever placement of. its 

• .' similar towisr. * . . 
, 819. HENRY BUNCE HOUSE (1893)7 34 Hackley St.,This "baGlc street" 

' version of the other houses was built for the Bartram family's head 
' gardeiner. . \ 

' * ■ . 1 ■*,*■.■ ■ ■ ■ . ' . » ■ • • . ■ ■ 

' ■ ' ■ ■ : ; ■ F ' ' . ' , ■ ■ 

- STREETCAR SIIBURB 1900 - 1920 

European -immigrants moved into Black Rock in full force during the 
; first.;years of the 20th century. Hungdrians and Slovenians, spilled, over 
. from the '^crowded West End terienrient district seeking a better life. 
Swedes settled here^ih especially lar''ge j]umbers, founding Lutherari'and 
Baptist churches and several social cl^|)s. These and other nationaliries 
. found employment at the new BuUard Company plant on Ash Creek or 
^the numerous factories that lined thie' railroad tracks in th^'West End; 

• The '?treetcar brought profound changes to Black Rock; The old center 
was byp^a?s^d, and new businesses were.located along" the line* on Fair- 
field Ave.' The few rerhaining qnion arid vegetable fariii^ gave way to 
building lots for tw[0-faiinily houses. In the years irtimeSiately preceding-. 
World War I, Bridgeport's population increased bj^ almost. 75,000. Al- 



though large houses continued to be built on the Point, the old part of . 
. Black Rock village was now too accessible to Bridgeport to. be useful for 
• V • anything but high-density housing. 

Stopping. Point: 

HACKL)EY ST.;The flavor of early 20th century Black Rock permeates 
V this street. The 'weJl-appointed' Greek Revival houses . at either end recall 
a self-assured past, but those in between suggest a neighborhood of 
; ' inexpeirsiye building lots further devalued by. a proximity to. the city 
. dmrtp and gas works and the long distance from downtown. . 
• ' of the -houses alpng this block are earlier structures moved here 

' and remodeled, one (^70) a former auxiliary schoolhouse which had in 
turn been converted from a carriage barn, and the other (*3!.3) the de-^ 
tached. kitchen wing of the house at the comer of Ellsworth St. The r.est 
of the structures from this period are built in an uhadprnecl .post-\ 
/Victorian style typical of any outlying workers' neighborhood in the. 
• ■; . city.. , ■ ■ ■ 
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The old "carriage factory (5-7 
Calderwopd Court) also was. 
adapted, for residential use in 
the early 20th century. 



< 



BRIDGEPORT NEIGHBORHOOD 1920 - I960 

"^JlpyPjped 'for housing diminished in Black Rbek as the city's popula- 
tion stabilized somewhat after>World War I. The last of the old busi- 
, nesses, coal yards and fish markets/ieft the harborfront. Their places, 
were taken by prestigious yacht clubs such as.Fayerweather, Bridgeport, 
and Black Rock Yacht Clubs which attracted a new class of people to 
the rundown port. . . ■■ 

Grovers Hill replaced Seaside PSrk as the home of Bridgeport's elite 
at this time, and the middle class was not long in.cliaiming the adjoining 
territory. Builders Carl Anderson put up. hundreds of medium priced 
English, Dutch, California/. and American-Colonial-style houses. A fe- 
i verish boom period resulted until the Depression put an end to the 
prosperous '20s. ■ . " , ' . ' ' * . 

Black Rock became established ar^one of Bridgeport's top residential 
districts, arid successfully survived th^ 1950s' flight to the suburbs. The . 
high quality of its, builjdings: (many houses built in poorer times were 
upgraded during, this period), its feeling of community , spirit and sep- 
. . arate; idehtity (only one major road ties it to the rest olf"' Bridgeport), and 
its general physical attractiveness have helped to stabilize the.neighbor- 
hood. ' ' ' " " • * : 
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stopping Point: 

BARTRAM AVE This block is one 6f the most pleasant in, the entire 
city/ an expression of 1920s urban aspirations. It was laid out, by the 
Bartram family, descendants of a" wealthy West India merchant, whose 
-homestead (erected 1801) can be-:se?n'aMh6 opposite end of-th^ street. 
The old^Black Rock Congregational Church was located on . the :north- 
*west corner of Ellsworth St., and huge elm trees (note the spaces r'd-. 
rnaining in the sidewalks) formed^n arcade to the Bartram House; The 
setback of each house enhanced an open, spacious foeling and added 
focus to the landmarks at either end. 




Bartram Ave. in 1934. 



CURRENT TRENDS 1960 - PRESENT 

Black Rock begari to feel some unwelcome, changes* fn the 1960s., 
investors began eyeing old homesteads surrounded by large! pieces of 
land for the deyelopnient of apar.tmeiit hoi^^es and cojnidominiums. Be-' 
cause reisidential complexes have for -the most part^bVeii excluded from 
the suburbs, . attention has been focused on still-appealing city "neighbor- 
hoods like ^lack RocTc to provide housing for those who do not. wish to 
own a house.. Zoning battles have been fought in recent years by those 
who. wish to preserve the area's ''character/' 



/ .An .historic -district/has ^^^^^ as part of the Bicentenniai 

. celebration which would pro part of the old village. A " 

. vote of the property; owners probably wiir take place late in 1977. In 
a^ddition, a newly; fonned . Black Rock Comm ife' exploring 

means of, maintaining the. neighborhoo'd's unique character. ' 

Slopping Point: ^ /- " " . 

ELLSWORTH FIELD,\p\v a public playground, wgis oriqe the site of the 
:18th century Cap t. Caleb Brewster homestead. . 

; B20, HARBOR HOUSE APARTMENTS . (1965), 15 Ellsworth St. This 
was- the first large apartment house to be built in what had been an 
. area of one and two family homes. 
•vBzi. FAYERW TOWERS CONDOMINIUMS (1972); 155 

Brewster 5t. . A new concept in j^ouSmg was- brought to Black Rock 
with the construction of this building. .Although somewhat out of 
scale with the surrounding neighborhood, the highrise structure 
' .. offers spectacular views of the harbor and has become -a much 
■ sought after address. • . ^ ^ 
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SOUTHPORT 



Despite similar origins, Southport today lopks very different 'from • 
Black Rock; Here one. can feel immersed in a virtual stage set from the 
19th century, a place where some of the finest architecttire and street- 
scape design produced: in, e^rly America continues to resist intrusion. 

Sptithport seems always to have led aicharmed existence. Its harbor is 
small and shallow, butJhis did not limit the horizons of the early mer- 
chants and sea captains. The world was their marketplace, and a hoine 
here was often by choice rather- than economic necessity. In the early 
Victorian pieriod. summer visitors from New York, Philadelphia and other 
large cities began to amye. They were intent on maintaining the status 
quo and preventing the en(iergen4|. here of the manufacturing economy 
they had left behind. 



■The 20th . century saw a continuation of the drive to preserve the 
village's simple charms as wealthy business and professional families/ 
able to live, where they pleased due to, a good transportation network, 
chose a Southp*t>rt address. The village was one of the earliest designated. . 
historic districts in the state, and its future seems as assured as its past.' 



FARM COMMlJNITYTOl-iepd 

Unlike Black Rbck, Southport's existence as an independent center did 
not begin until more th^n a century after its first settlement. The land 
vyest of the Mill River was farm country, with a minimum of shippiing 
activity'and a gristmilK . 

First notice of the exceptional fertility of this area by white settlers, 
was probably made at the time of the Great Swamp Fight in 1637. This 
battle, which was reputedly fought at a site along the Old Post Rd. jusf 
west of the Penh. Central tracl^, brought soldiers from Massachusetts 
Bay and the Connecticut Valley to defeat the «Pequot Indians, the last 
major threat to English settleniient of the coast. Some of these men 
returned to the area in 1639 to settle the towns of Fairfield, Milford, arid 
Stratford. 

' 'The local Indians reliriquished their claims to Southport in 1661 for 
"13 coats, 2 yards a piece, and ye resj in wampum", A small reservation 
was left for their use at I^ose Hill until 1703, The minutes of the Town 
Meeting for 20 January, 166 Istate that "The towne hath this day 
ordered that whereas it appeatrs that many inhabitants of the Towne 
want land for a present imprpveme'nt, the. Towne hath voted that there 
shall be a new planting field or fields laid out over the Mill River;. . ." 
^^The early Jarmers of Sasqua (Southport) were, rioted for their wealth. 
Hundreds of horses arid cattle were pastured in the meadows next to the 
salt marshes, and salt hay vyas readily available for winter fodder, Oats, 
rye and corn, both for local consumption and for barter;, were ground at 
Perry's Mill on the Mill River, starting in 1662. At least 80% of Fairfield's * 
popiilatipn in fhe late IZth century were farmers; the average farm 
consisted of 75 to 200 acres, . ■ ' ^ 

Like Black Rock, Southport (or Mill .River, as it was then known) 
began to grow into a village around 1760, Although the harbor vyas con- 
siderably smaller, it was still of sufficient xJepth to handle, ships of up^ to 
100 tons/ A shipyard was started in 1763, and the one surviving house 
facing th6 river suggests that the beginning of the cdmrriunity dates from 
this ting^. There was a growing demand for imported goods (including 



luxuries such as tea, sugar, and East Iridia spices) in a wealthy provincial! 
town like Fairfield; local residents found new vocations as merchants, 
sea captains arid ?hip owriers, thus diversifying the economy." • 
/ The, British' largely obliterated the fledgling port when. . they attacked 
Fairfield during^the, Revolution; On July .8, 1779 they burned "8 houses 
and outbuildings, destroying furniture and whatever they could lay. tl\eir 
hands on." Only one building is kr^wn to have survived the conflagra- 
tion, and it >vas some years before, the village regained even a modest 
degree of prosperity, ; 

" ^ . ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ . '• ■ If 

: Stopping Point: . 

The MILL RIVER WATERFRONT, was the birthplace of Southport: 
Along the present Harbor Rd./laid dut in tlie 17th century, stobd liiost 
of the early homes which wiere destroyed in 1779. 

Si. WILLIAM BULKLEY HOUSE' (circa 1760), 824 Harbor Rd, This 
. house; almost certhinly the oldest now standing on Sou thport Har- 
bor, was erected prior to 17,66. It is of an 18th century type called 
a "three-quarter house" (four bays across, the front, instead of the 
uisual five). It wa^ remodeled in the Federal period/ probably upon 
its purchase by David Banks in 1816. A fan Window was installed * 
in the attic gable arid the felabprate coriiiice with triglyph oma-: 
mentation wais added. Victorian embellishments were removed when 
* the house was recently restored. '. • .** 
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COASTING PORT lfipO-1831 

. Southpprt avyakened' with the birth oV the Fedejal era^ Families that, 
had . been burned 'out of Pairfield center during the Revolution gave 

^serious consideration to rebuilding theifr shops 4nd dwellings in what 
was sure to become ah influential pla(4 of 

A 19th century history reported thar^js-4^te--as-1796 only 8 houses 
stood in Mill River village. In October 1799 ib-was voted : . that a 
lottery be granted by the General Assembly for the purpose of sinking 
the channel of Mill River Harbor . . /' By that-ye^r a sloop sailed regu- ' 
larly^ to Boston, and 10 vessels were registered in the port. Four small 
shipyards were operatirig by 1803, and the^Karbor was periodically" 
dredged by oxen. 

The. embargoes'and the. War of 1812 had. as disastrous an effect on 
Mill River's shipping as on Black Rock's.. A smalhearthwork known as^ 
"Fort D.efeii6>" was throvyn up a-t the mouth of the harbor to defend the 
pprt. Many Totally owned boats were destroyed or captured by the 
enemy — the "Rising Sun" was burned; the,/'Kt)se" was captured and 
sent to Bermuda and the "Filanda" was captured and sent to Halifax. 
However^ the village's, fortunes began to increase after the war. The 

...inner breakwater^, reputedly the first one ever/eonstructed at government . 

.expense, was built in 1815. By 1825 Mill River had 20 buildings, and 

Nineteenth century view of Main 
St. looking toward, the harbor. 




1 brig, 5 schooners, and 20 sloops with a total gross tonnage of 1900 
tons were owned in the village. Business vyas generally restricted to the 
coasting trade with Boston, NewTfork, and the Carolinas. Local produce, 
along with New England manufactured^goods, was shipped south, and 
raw cotton was frequently the cargo for the trip north. 

Stopping Point: 

• this section of the HARBORFRONT began to take shape a$ the villaige's 
commercial district in the early 19th century. By 1830 it vyas^lined with 
wharves, stores and warehouses, and Mill River began to usurp Fair- 
field's, position as the business center of the town. . 

■ 0 / • . '• ' • ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

These early commercial store- 
houses occupied the site of Perry 
Park along Harbor Rd. 



;■ -^^ 

52. OLD STOREHOUSES (early 19th century), .789 and 8215 Harbor 
Rd. These .two buildings now remodekd and converted to residences 
are.reminders of. a time when this part^^f the harborfront was totally 
devoted to marine commerce: 789;served as a clubhouse "for both, 
the Bachelor's Comfort and Married Men's Relief and Pequot Yacht 
. '■■ •Glubs. . ■ 

53^ GU^ (circa 1830), . 780 Harbor Rd/ This 

house Is typical of a wealthy merchant's home in the first part of 
. , the 19th century. Its stateliness is enhanced by the long-setback 
from the road, but its architecture, lacks the pretension of houses of 
, the sanie class built a fdw years later.. . . ^ 

S4. AUSTII^ PERRY HOUSE (circa 1830), 712 Harbor Rd. Originally 
this was a .simple . Federal-style merchaint's home across the.roaH^ 
from the warehouses. -The Corinthi^in portico, one' of the fii)i&?t^f 
its type on an American house, was probably added in the 18405. 
These two houses with 750 in between (built in 1837 at a co^t of 
$5000 pn the site of the driginaK 18th century Perry homestead) ' 
forni a Neo-jZlassic composition unparalleled in Fairfield County, an 
Acropolis of Southport. 




SHIPPERS' BOROUGH 1831-1854 

> Many :towris can point to a single year during which the impetus; for 
growth overcame the inertia of the status quo. Fairfield can trace its 
emergence, back to the town - plan of 1639; Bridgeport became a major 
contender fdr the trading center of the region after the downtown streets 
were' laid put in 1795, and Black Rock started its most important period 
of development. after the town wharf and street improvements of 1802. 
In 1831, the combination of several irftportant factors opiened an era of 
explosive gmwth for Southport that lasted fdr almost 20 years. 

1831 is th^N^r Mill River village was incprporated as "The Warden, 
Burgesses, & Fr^men of the Borough, of Southpiort".; The new form 6f 
government was thought necessary in order lo better regulate ,fire pro- 
tection, stray animal impoundment, road construction, collection of 
shellfish/and seaweed (used as fertilizer). As the new commercial center, . 

.-Southport was flexing political muscle, perhaps taking a first step toward 
independence from Fairfield. : 

. ■:• ' .'■ ■ ■ ' ■ " : . , ' ■ ■ -/ ■ :■ . ■' ■ 




Looking bp * Church St. to the 
old Methodist-Episcopal Church 
(demolished 1807-a). y\ corner x)f 
the Oi4 Academy. (95 Main St.) 
can- be seen at left " , 




In that same year the Federal Goveri 
construction of the outer breakwater^ ; 
creasing number of wharves in the h^ 
:Bridgeport's Connecticut Bank was open 
to the pillared brick building which is nc 



Oliver Perry's imposing Greek 
Revival mansion,; built in 1837/ 
reflects the prosperity ,pf village 
shipowners before the Civil War. 
At the- right/ an ISSO's portrait 
ofrpiiver Perry and *^his family 
on the side porch of their home. 




— The growth continued. By 1838, 60 to 70 buildings wei 
Sou^hpbrt, .3 times the .number of 10 years before; Eight 
office, a church;.and an .academy completeithe villagev.lt n 
ithat ''more, shipping was owned in SoutFiport in proporti 
than any other port between Boston and. New York%'' SI 
vested wisely,, and several Southport residentVa'ccjulfed^-fie 
that nevet entered Soiithport, but . sailed ^from'^^ 
Ejirope, South An^erica/ arid 'the Far East. ': " 




Onion fields, which ohcfe covered the slopes of. 
Sascb Hill, p?bvided a- maior source of inrome for 
■ the* town. Bebw, .workers loading onions Into 
barrels in the late. 19th century. At right, market 
boats '6'arried onions to . New York City and Re- 
turned With fertilizer for local farms. 





. -Money vyas also made, in the marketvbo.at . tr^e^originatm^ 
Soiithport Local' produce — corn/ flour, in^^ 
ser^t to New York/ and loads of stable manure».a 
■ ". shipped back fb Southport. Bd.atB also went tpvP^^^^^ coal and 

• to j^lbany for lumber and d)^livered. these maferfalsVt9,6 the : 

- .Ne>v England cqasi?- • . 'y' .-^ '^^'-^^ \ ' 

■■• *. ; Onion farmmg,: rwjii"c^ for 

; ■ •* the riSmainder of . the^:ceiTtury,''bega ... 
: ; J It is. ihterestmg to note that^' While: niany,o^th^. gfc^^ ; 

^nd /Providence wfere mflfde.frpm th^. profit Cliina tridev &Dse pf;^''.' ' 

. <; ■.' /Salem from the East Indies. traide and those -oiF N^^ 
* ; 'a:na:: Stonin^^ av.igpbd:.d'eal 'So^^^ 

^ ..l^th cehtury p vegetable^v/./.- v!.^^^ 

: :^^he.::^|^iqii to the fertile ■soil 9fc..Southp^^ 

Greehneld, and GreenS;,Fai-^m^^ 

weeding. a?id careful handliriTg. %ocal farmers developed the riow'^cSinmon 
. "globe-shage^' onion to replace ,the old saucer-shape in order to. facilitate 
shipniferit. Beciause. of its fine quality this product always brought a top 
; price at the New- York market. 5|The average amount paid to locahgrowers 



was j$l to.- 



onions w6re cured in -sheds rather 



oer- barrel.: In ^ot 

thaji.' in the open field to mair|tain; their pe color. Arbiinid' 1860, at 
■;• ^K^p:peak of productivity, an es^^^ 

' SoSthport r|j[^d .as the "p^iipn Capital of America/' 
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vip^J^^ii^ *be Civil Wari the Federal,Gqverr?^ent-contracteii^^ 
'0^^^^^^^^ provide *pnions for the Union Army to help preV^'seii^); ■ 
■%mong the troops. One resident at thfi time.rfelated,that ''On sailjingd f 
the streets of the village would be almost" impassable from th€;;jMet6f 
.-.ox and horsi carts loaded with produce waiting their turn at the bbit^-:^^^^ 

The railrcfaci* -between New Haven and >sl€W York was com^Ii^te^^^^^^ 
.1848. Although a stafrpji was built here, the new major'mart;et-t^rrnitials' ■ 
. werejpcated in Norwalk' and Bridgeport which caused a decline in Sputh^ 
port's commerce. At about this same time major steam boat line^'^^am^ ■ 





» TTi.e ''t'rinif>r.,Cllurch Rectory (675 Pequot;Avff.) h'xi^'bi 'tWo South- 
port houses: built in the 1830s with five^coiumns rathfer than the 
m0fe.usUar four 01^ six. columns..^-. '' " * 



into prominence bn4^^^^^^^ Southpdrt's harbor proyed. too small 

;-fQ-dtcomn^p^^^^ for cqmpl.ete separation from iFairfield, 

•ypiced tfeoughout tlie-ea^iy^'^^^^^ was heard no more, arid the borough 
g6vernmenfc»itself w^^ dis^ahdled" in 1854, * > . - 

■ •• ■ ■ ■ . ■■. 

vSlopping>Poiht: ; 5 ' ' ^ 

T^^E SQUARE; ^.corne^ St' and Harbor Rd. This iht^i^sectibn was 

.onc^^Sb.uthpprt's business center. The. surviving bid structures givle. only 
*f^in1*clue$ tb^the foV^^ of the bustling waterfront. . 

S5/-;PEQUb^^ 183^), .669 Harbor Rd; Now vir- 

. .-•i^ajly 'unf^ as such, this building was once a warehouse . 

• ,ia:Mng fro> tKe'p^^^^ heyday. A third sto^y was lost; in , 

■ thi^^mo^t recent remodeling! This Building was the first home of the. 
• JiiHFf;<Manufa relocated to Pequot Ave. in .1907. 



V. *The. Sbuthpprt National Bank 
.{227 MainJ St.); eretted in 18313; 

' .S|: JENNINGS sirORE BUILDl 
much earlier), 668-70 Hart 
.r.'V' housed 6he of the town's 

office. In the Victorian era it 
^ : vyindows were added. At tha 

/ the Squthport' Reading Roo 
. 57. SOUJHPORT NATIONAL 
private residence, this trai 
* - building was originally a bra 
~ port, becoming an independ 
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GARDEN VILLAGE 1854-1900 

'•"Sotithport's. ante-bellum economy was based on New York sKippihg 
interests and local truck garden produce, so there was no Secline similar 
to Black Rock's when 4fs shipbuilding industry collapsed in the. later 
Victorian period. Southport was close enough to New York and yet far 
enough ifrom .industrial Bridgeport to attract wealthy new residertts.. 
Many who had moved to Nevy' York?or had Southport roots" returned 
summers seeking the solace of an old-fashionied yillage. 




•Trinity Episcopal Church, ri^built in 1862', was ai triumph of "Car- 
penter's Gothic'' architecture, . 



Men tipri 'should be' made of the town's institutions which either came . 
into being or vyere expanded during this era. Two churches,, both of 
which had opened their doors during, the boom years of the '30s and 
'4ps, constructed new Victqyian edifices. The wooden Trinity Episcopal 
Church was built in 1854 using an early Gothic style; Destroyed by a 
tornado in 1862, it was rebuilt, immediately in an almost iderttkal design. 
Not to be. outdone, t;he Sputhport. Congregational Church erected its ' 
present stone building in 1875, replacing a simple Greek Revival meeting 
house built in 1841. ^ - . ' . : 

The SoMfftporf .CftrpmcZe/a monthly newspiaper, started publication in 
1,867. Dealing largely With social news, its pages contain fascinating in- 



sights into Victorian .life reflecting the fears bf a time when industrializa- 
tion and Urbanization were making major/ changes in American life. In 
Southport there was anxiety about these changes arid a . r^sistahce to 
them, as in many other small towns in America, 
An 1868 editorial asks: / " , ; 

''What shall be done with those lazy, dirty, thieving 'bummers' that daily go tramp- 
ing through our village? Two days ago we counted some 15 or 20 of them , , .Their 

..ostensible^business is begging but their real object is to steal , , 
. . . The young men of the village should form an 'Anti-Bummer Association' and 

-horsewhip, every tramp found withiii the limits- o^ 

Building activity in the village was constantly described as in this 1867 
•story:'- . . . . ; ' ■■ : ' 

"Notwithstanding the high price of niaterials, a good^deal of building and remodel- . 
ing has been going on this seasonf Messrs. Jelliff and Northrup say they have their 
hands full/ and work engaged a long way ahead. The French roof seems to be all 
the rage. Captain Wade was the first to try it. Mrs. Wakeman has nearly completed 
her French roof palace, and Captain Goidfrey has put the same kind of roof- on. each 
of his dwellings ..." ^ ' ■ 

'Social mores were also targets for editorials 

"S.ociableness in our village is at a fearful discount. Tvyenty years ago and less you 
tould hardly find a. more social jJlace.: Nobody just 'drops in' any more, all invita- ' 
Hons are formal . , . People are too concerned with what is 'fashionable' . . . Children 
grow up too quickly: Girls ... adopt as much false hair and probably more false 




. 'V The Trinity Church Parish House as it appeared 
with its original dark color scheme. 



airs than their mothers \ : . Boys . . . think they , know more than ^ their fathers and 
gran^athers together ... In times past young ladies arid gentlemen did riot have to 
be so careful about being, seen together for* fear of being reported engaged;" 
Another article gives a possible insight into the reasons for S9uthport's ■• 
failure to attract any major industries: ' 'jm 
"We hear it reported that a company reciently offered $4,000 for theTot of 8 acres 
opposite Hawkins' gro|:ery. They intended to bibild there a rubber manufactory, the 
location just suiting for that purposie. About 300 hands would have been employed. 
Of course they could not buy even, at that price^ for we Southporters seem dieter-^ 
;inined to keep out anything that will build up the place." 

There are accburits of Southport residents taking the train to Saratoga . . 
or yachting to Nevypbrt in the late '60s and '70s. . 

"William Nichols,. Esq. of Brooklyn will'soon bring into our harbor his new^acht. 
She is about 60 feet in length, a perfect gem of a craft, and will take down anything 
in the yacht line ever seen in Southport.^' 

The Sasquanaug Assodatioh for Village .Ipiprovemet>ts" was founded ' 
by a group of influential Women of the'tcj>vn'in the 1880s. They pressed 
for parks, sidewalks, tW eliiri.i,na!:ion of eyesores, and other civic im- 
. provements.. An article in , the Gfi^pnicic gives an example of their efforts: 
"We have, petitioned the Legislatute in regard to the unloading at our wharves arid 
carting though: our sftieets^jf evil smelling fertilizer. A Committee . . . went to Hart- . 
ford^ and testifiied as to their experience ... A bill restricting such unloading and 
carting tb. the. colder mpnthis of the year was passed/' ' • 

'Hie Sasquanaug Association .^Iso wa5 responsible for having.tne.fi^ 
J flagstone sidewalks installed in trie village, r|Dlacing the ofteh^niu'dd^'^Qt^ 
■ (lii^y - dirt piath ways and later, :the^jEir^t;^^|M .f^r • ifi^th)^^^ 

''Jtlttnrtinad^ ^ ■ : ■; v .'^-^'l^- V^'^^^ 

■> 'frKe heirs of Frederick Marquarirf dpnatie^^ 
Romanesque Pequot LibBary-,htiiildmg^^^ citizens of .Southport/rt.ftad 
been designed by a fbrmey*$t^^^^ H. Richardson in ;1894V Located. 

. at . the inteFsection of West\\ray and Pequot Roads, it. was built at the 



The Pequot .Library. ; 
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. At the f|ir leff/'ari interior view 
. of the Pequot Library reading 
' rdpm in its early days: « ^ 



The harbor business district 45 

it appeared in the late 19th cen-^ 

tury. At the- lower left, looking 
. up H^bor Rd. are the present 

buildings oj^ the Pequot Yacht 
. .Glub> .renovated to fit Victorian 
!tas^v Below^ Jpokihg down Ma^ 

>i5t. ta thid ;lc)W • - ; , ^ : ■ . • 

has liadf WCiw The,;bl4 Italian style Pequot School (built 1855). 

.^^i;th(^|)9^i^ • ; ■ 

^'pwds^ niear 

^-tiibiit^'lbcailiic;';^^^ •■•^'^ 
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510. OtlVER BULKLEY HOUSE (1359), 176 Main St. What is probably 
> Fairfield's. best; example of an .a^te-bellum Gothic villa is istill sur- 
rounded by harmonious Ikndscraping. The squj^e toWer was added 
in the .'.SOs, and the original paint color probably would not have 
been white. Now a private residence, this house became 'the 'Tequot 

. Inn" for summer boarders in the 1920s ' 

511. CHARLES ^f .G^LMAN HOUSE (1873);i39.Main St giiilt for a 
■ .prominent Bridgeport attorney, this house is an unUsuarcomBina-' 

■• : tion of Italianate and Gothic-Stick styles. . ; : - 



^ ^ GO TO r 
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Businesses flourished in the har- 
borfront area before the new 
center developed along the trol- 
Ifey line. The Southport Chron- 
icle,.. May 4, 1893," 

Below is tiSe Gothic style Soiith- 
port railroad station as it ap- 
peared in the :late . i9th century, 
showing the. First Congregational: 
Church in' the background. ; 



Y«r ctn save OMMey by calttng 
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-r yjjKert} offered."^ As .In most New Engl2ind":tovyp^i^^the.:^ 
fi,. ftceived- only limited Vaeceptahce at first.;/ ! '^^:''r':i-'--r':--^'^'^^^-:.::. 

'''■^'^'P'tated b^^^tKe trolley line as in Black RoclJ^l^ireW b^^nfess^ce^iter 
:y.f9^n sprouted, at the intersection of Pequot Ave; " aria •MaiW St. Where 
: : ((nly.a livery stable and scattered small houses . had been before, a drug 
store, telephone^exchange, grocery, and eventuaHy the 'village post office 
and fire department replaced the old Harbor Rd: .commercial center in 
short order:. The Jelliff Manufacturirig. Company, which 'had its origins 
.- in the iasos . manufacturing onion seed sieves,, located its wire goods 
. . . nianufactory there i^x 1907, providing, jobs for scores W employees. New 
workers' -housesj^ned those already in existerice^ .-i-'^' 'i.' 




The tTC^)^.c^.^^^^ major chahges in Soo^pc^rt, connecting 

the l^rgVc^itiesjifif Bridgeport arid Norwalk : . -//U »"*^"mg 



it with ' . 



Stopping Point: 

The INTERSECTION of PEQUOT AVE. and MAIN S^. Southport's 
''new" center- contains small specialty shops that date from the beginning 
of the 20th century. . . . ■ *;.. 'A 

; ■ ' . f . . ' . . . ■ ' : ... ; ■ ' ■ , ■ . ■ ■ . «... 

•S12. OLD' ACADEMY (1827), 95- Main St. This building is a . prime. 
r> ^ example of adaptive reuse ^n the village: Originally a private scKool/ 
. A . it was used for Borough meetings between 1831 and 1854. In 1828 
Southport's. first church services (Episcopal) were held here, Jt was. 
. . turned into a dwelling in thp late. 19th- century; and - wis renovated 
. ..in the early . 20th (not^^jtbe^new side chimney). \ 



This'ornate Gothic S«Ua (176 St^ was built by Oliver iBuIkley in 1859. 



AFFLUENT SUBURB ^J^^ V / 

The trolley line reached Southport in 1894/ followitig closely the tele- 
phone arid gas lines and preceding electric lines by only a few^years: iBy 
1900 the town was no longer ah isolated seaport/ but rather was bcr . 
coming a fine'^residential suburb arid an ^attractive shipping Center for 
the owners of the new estates being built atop Sasco Hill arid along the 
shore^m Greens Farms. The last market ;bbat left the. port in 1903; sbbri - 
afterwards the Pequot Yacht Glub took oyer as the harbor's center of 
•'interest." v"-. , ' "' ' 

A few foreign residents had diluted . Southport's Anglo-Saxon popula- • 
tidn by the? turn of the century. The Irish began settlirig in the town by 
1850, and were foUowed arpiind 1880 by new arrivails from Southern 
and Eastern Europe. The Fairfield^^dverti^^ repotted that '■Twenty- 
seven Italians arrived ii< town' and- took iip iheir residence in. H^^ 
Block. Thieir preserice is known to the citizens; largely by a little -girl; 
sellirig; pin whei^ls .adorned with 'elegant', roset^s. Her conversation is%^ 
idmewhat limited. But she. can say S. cfents^.^ up the same sum 



-^"y);Henyoffer€d/'^ As .in most New " Englairia^^tiyw^^^ 

j;^teived only limited acceptance at first / ! '^S-'^^y-.:^ 
1^; :Precipitated\b>^,tKe trolley lirie as in Black RoclJ^M^^ 
^:y.f^n sprouted, at the intersection of Pequot Ave;- aivcl -TV^aifi. St. ^ Where 
: cfnly a livery stable and scattered small hoirses .had been before, a drug 
store, telephone^exchange, grocery; and eventualiy the'Village post office 
, ..V and fire department replaced the old Harbor Rd: .commercial cen+er in 
' short order.. The Jelliff Manufacturirig. Company, which had its origins 
. in the iSSDs manufacturing onion seed sieves,, located its wire goods 
• . njanufactory there 1907, .providing. jobs for scores of employees. New 
• workers' -housesj^^ 




TJie .trojre)^;^^^ ^^-^or chahges in Sot,^p-<?rt, connecting 

the l^rgV(:i|i^jgf Bridgeport arid Norwalk. : . " ■ ^ 



it with * 



Stopping Point: 

The INTERSECTION of PEQUOT AVE. and MAIN S^. Southport's 
' new" center contains small specialty shops that date from the beginning 
of the 20th century. . . '... -A 

■ ■ . . . ■ ■ ; ••■ . .' ■ "■ , ■ # ■ ■ . «... 

"512. OLD ACADEMY (1827), 95- Main St. This . building is a. prime; 

. example of adaptive reuse ^n the village. Originaliy a private scKool/ 
. A /it was used for Borough meetings between 1831 and 1854. In. 1828 
Southport's. first church services (Episcopal) were held .here. It was. 
. turned into a dwelling in thp late. 19th- century' and wis renovated 
. in the early . 20th (not^^Jbe-hew side chimney). ; ■ ^ • 
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Tied Men's Retreat-', a Stfcial 
cluby took oyer one of the onipn 
warehouses in* the iearly 1900s; T' 
pictured are some bachelors. Thi?*^ " 
last of the market boat fleet was: 
phased out , in :1903. 



■ . ■■ ■ ' T ^- ■■ 

■ < • ' ■'' ■ 

THPORT GROCERV 
buildlhg is an exan^ple of 
the ^needs^bf busihess^<a^ ■ ti5 
J residentiaLto commercial wi 

514. C.::'b. JELLIFF MAI^LJFAC] 
. ■ qupt Ave: A st^daurd New l 

which , ihcluded the Idjiaceiit 

515. LIYERY STABLE rc&kissi 
ing. yvith a nevy^life (|il*^ari a 

I nor\-residehtial;5^buildm^ in^ 




MODERN SOUTHfiORT 1946-PRESEjNT ^ ^ 

: Southi)ort;.'s ''changed existence"; continues, thank^ tp^^ ■< 
regulations and a conderhecf populace. Changes in t^ife, appearance of thie . 
villc^^e always seem to enhaoice its xharm : siltli as the renovation oiP :. 
brick tenement .blocks in the old center as. \uxuiyapartlriertts''m late 
1950s.. The village's outstdtiding coriCentration of early American archi-. , 
tectiire was officially recognized in 1?66 when it be<;afanie a State^W^ 
Pistiict arid later when it IVvas named to the National Registet^ of Historic ^ 

' There ; have been zdnjhg problems to be . sure -r-- a cohdominiium de-^ 
velopmetit on Pequot \^.e., ■iPor example!/ was cpristruc^d . despite fierce 
local opposition* In^enem^^^^ hovyever/ Southport'9 position ast the most 
; prestigious address al^njg ffie Fairfield County Gold Coast seenis^'safe^ 
\'for; the future. V -\-:'^r- v /v'-' ' \ ''^ . ■ '■■.^'u' /"'d''^ 

'■'''■■^^^ ■ ■■ ■"■>■■' .■ ■/■'*■■■ ' 

•Stopping Pbto 7-, ; . ■ V /.' :u 

:PEQUOT ;A\fE/ epitomizes Southport in;:the aff^^^ automobile 4ge* 
- Houses alojiig thi^tr include lovingly m^intato * 
Victorian homtesfeadis/^^^ workers' cottages renov^ite 
hbuses/ arid 54 compatible sprinkling of new constrtictibiij \ * i 
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BLACK ROCK 




Bl. PORT 5 YACHT CLUB . / . 

B2.'fayerweather yacht club » : ==4= 
b3. hezekiah osborn house — =— = 

B4. WOLCOTT CHAUNCY HOUSE . . • _ ; 

B5. CARRIAGE factory 
B6. WILLIAM BOUTON HOUSE 
B7. CAPTAIN THOMAS RANSOM HOUSE 
B8, -PAVID SMITH -HOUSE , 
Bg/ GEORGE PALMER HOUSE • - . 
, BIO. BLACK ROCK SCHOOL 
Bll. WILLIAM WHEELER BOUNDSTONE 
B12.CAPTAIN WILLIAM HALL HOUSE 
B13.CAPTAIN CHARLES ALLEN '■; 
: and ISAAC JONES "HOUSES 

b14.sturges seeley house 
'bjs.eliphalet walker house 
bib. oliver . burr house 
b17.arthur smith house / 
b18.george gould house , 
b|9.henry bunce house ., 
b20.harbor. house apartments . 



B21.FAYERWEATHER' TOWERS CONDOMINIUMS^ 
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THPORT 



Si: WILLIAM BULKLEY HOUSE 

52. OLD STOREHOUSES 

53. GURPON PERRY HOUSE 

54. AUSTIN PERRY HOUSE . 
S5. , PEQUOT YACHT CLUB 
S6.' JENNINGS STORE BUILDING 
,S7. SOUTHPORT NAtlONi\L BANK : 

58. HALL. BLOCK and CHRbNtCLE BUILDINGS- 

59, SOUTHPORT SAVINGS BANK . ' . " . , 
?10. OLIVER BULKLEY HOUSE «r 

511. CHARLES M. GiLMAN HOUSE ■ ^ 

512. OLD ACADEMY 

513. SOUTHPORT GROCERY . .. ' ; ^ 

514. ' .C. O. J ELLIFF M ANUFACtURING COMPANY 
S15; LIVERY STABLE /.V ; :: -:.'^^-^^^ : ' ; 

S16; PEQUOT MEWS CONDOMINIUMS 
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